Bay Haven Charter Academy
8th Grade Williamsburg Trip Information

We are pleased to announce that the 8th grade trip to Williamsburg, VA, has been planned and the dates are set! Mark your calendars for Monday, April 12th through Saturday, April 17th, for an exciting five days of education, entertainment, and just plain fun with your classmates before heading off to high school! 


Each step of our itinerary has been carefully planned, and we will have our own personal tour guide to take care of us from the time we arrive until the time we leave for home. As an added source of security, an off duty police officer will monitor all students’ rooms in the hotel from lights out until it is time for us to leave each morning. Your child will be in good hands. 


An itinerary and payment schedule is attached. The cost of $665.00 per student depends upon us meeting the number of 50 paying participants. If we have less than 50 participants, the cost per participant may go up. If we have more than 50 participants, we will have to consider adding an additional bus which can also impact the final trip cost. We will be able to let you know the final cost of the trip before the final deposit is due. We will know our actual count after the initial deposits have been made by the 25th of September.  Please remember that the $665.00 does not include all meals or spending cash.
This trip will be chaperoned by Bay Haven teachers as well as an administrator. If parents choose to travel with us, a parent must pay $684.00.  This is slightly higher than the student price due to higher adult admission prices at some venues.  We encourage parents to go on the trip; however, parents may attend as space is available.  Students will take priority if space becomes an issue.  We will only allow a parent to share a room with another student or students if we have the permission of the other student or students’ parents; otherwise, the parent traveling with us will be required to have a private room and pay the extra cost. Parents will have NO OFFICIAL student supervision duties but must abide by the itinerary and all instructions given by the trip leader, chaperones, and tour guide. All parents must sign to abide by the Guidelines for Chaperones (see form).  
Students will be expected to wear uniforms at all times during the trip. It must also be understood that any item brought on the trip, whether a parent is a chaperone or not, is subject to school approval. We will not be held liable for any item lost during the trip. We will provide more specific information regarding what to pack at a later time. 

Opportunities for fundraisers have been planned; however, do not sign up for the trip hoping that you will be able to pay for the entire cost through fundraising. Please remember that the state law requires that all fundraised money must be shared equally. Everyone participating on the trip should pitch in and help out with our fundraisers. 
We will accept cash, money orders made out to Bay Haven Charter Academy or checks made out to the school as payment. If for any reason a check is returned to us for non-sufficient funds, you will have 24 hours to reconcile the check in cash or by money order. Failure to reconcile in 24 hours shall constitute being dropped from the trip, and no reimbursement of the money paid to that point. 

While on the trip, students will have to complete some assignments to be graded upon return from the trip.  We ask our teachers to create modified assignments related to the activities on the trip, as permissible with their content.  Math and science teachers often create a packet that so the students on the trip learn the material going on in class back at school. This material is modified in length where possible. 
The payment schedule will be as follows: 

Initial deposit of $125.00


Friday, September 25th 
Payment #2 of $135.00


Monday, October 26th  
Payment #3 of $135.00


Tuesday, December 1st 

Payment #4 of $135.00 


Monday, January 11th 
Final Payment** of $135.00 


Thursday, February 4th 
Adults, please add $19 to the first payment to account for the price difference for adults.

** Final payment may be adjusted due to the number of participants and/or fundraisers. A notice will be sent home if any of the payments have been reduced or eliminated.  
Pricing if parent and child do not stay in a room with four persons will be: 

Triple: $698.00 student, $718.00 adult
Double: $765.00 student, $784.00 adult
Meals that must be paid for on your own:

Breakfast and lunch on day one (we will stop at fast food establishments)

Breakfast on the trip home (fast food again)

Some important items to remember: 

1.  Students will be responsible for their own spending cash. School personnel will not hold any money for any student. It is each student’s responsibility to keep track of his or her own cash. Students need to make sure cash has been set aside for the breakfast on the trip home. 

2. Currently, the cell phone policy for student use on a field trip is being rewritten.  Parents will be advised of any changes when the policy is approved.  Parents may bring cell phones for their personal use.  Chaperones will have phones with them.  Students may also use a calling card to call home.  Parents may also call the hotel to speak to students.
3. Students must maintain a 2.5 or higher GPA to attend the field trip.

They may not have any F’s on their report cards and no more than one D to participate. Because our trip falls just before the third quarter report card is published, students must have attained the grade requirements on the progress report for third quarter. Third nine weeks progress reports will be used to determine eligibility. Also, in-school suspension and/or inappropriate behavior may prevent a child from participating on the trip. Refer to pages 16-18 of the BHCA Handbook. 
4. There will be no refunds for this trip! Costs are determined by the
amount of participants and no refunds will be given if a student decides not to attend or does not meet all academic and behavioral requirements to participate on the trip. Refer to pages 16-18 of the BHCA Handbook. 

5. All students must fill out and return a permission slip to participate 

on the trip. Permission slips will be sent home once we have a list of students who have made the initial deposit and are going on the trip. A notarized medical treatment form must also be on file. 
6.   Parents attending the trip must provide their address, telephone number, and driver’s license number. This information will be provided to the sheriff’s department for a background check. This is now the law, Jessica Lunsford Act, and there will be no exceptions made for anyone planning to participate on the trip. Parents must also sign a form to indicate agreement to abide by the Guidelines for Adults.
7.   No one will be allowed to swim at the hotel. We have planned our 

activities so that students will be kept busy. Each night we will expect students to be in their rooms by 10:00 pm. Don’t forget that we have a security guard posted near our rooms every evening. 

To register, please return this portion of the information packet, along with a completed trip registration form and the deposit amount to Mr. Menna or 

Ms. VanKley (US History teachers).  Parents also must sign & return the guidelines for chaperones form.
Registration deadline September 25th
I have read and understand all information provided for the 8th grade Williamsburg trip. I understand all of the requirements my child must meet to participate on the trip, the rules that will be followed on the trip, and that NO REFUNDS will be given under any circumstances. I also understand the policy for checks returned for non-sufficient funds and how that situation would need to be handled. 
Child’s name (printed) ___________________________________________

Parent’s name (printed) __________________________________________

Parent’s signature ______________________________________________

If parent is registering for trip: 

Parent’s Name attending trip _____________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

Telephone number _________________________________

Driver’s License # __________________________________
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